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NAME NEIL MCCULLOCH
DATE OF BIRTH 11 June 1964
NATIONALITY British

LANGUAGES English: Mother tongue

Bahasa Indonesia: Good working knowledge
Spanish and French: Basic

COUNTRY EXPERIENCE Lebanon, Indonesia, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, India, Pakistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Swaziland

EXPERTISE

Dr. Neil McCulloch is an experienced development economist with a focus on the political economy of
economic reform, with a particular interest in energy subsidy reform. He was previously the Director of
the Economic Policy Programme at Oxford Policy Management, providing strategic management to
OPM’s work on financial and private sector, extractives, and climate change. Before this, he was the
Lead Economist of the Australian Aid program in Indonesia — Australia’s largest bilateral aid program.
Dr. McCulloch has a strong research and analytical background. He was the leader of the
Globalisation Research Team in the Institute of Development Studies in the UK, where he led work on
the impact of the financial crisis on poverty in Indonesia, as well as the influence of local governance
on economic performance. Previously, as a Senior Economist for the World Bank, Dr. McCulloch led
research on the Rural Investment Climate and the relationship between growth and poverty reduction
in Indonesia as well as a comprehensive analysis of rice policy. Neil McCulloch has experience of
working with senior policymakers, including ministers, in several countries.

QUALIFICATIONS

1992 - 1994 MPhil (Economics), University of Oxford, UK

1986 - 1990 PhD (Statistical Pattern Recognition), University of Keele, UK

1985 - 1986 MSc (Artificial Intelligence), University of Edinburgh, UK

1981 - 1985 BSc (Hons) 1st class, Electrical & Electronic Engineering, University of Edinburgh, UK

EMPLOYMENT

o Director of The Policy Practice Ltd (April 2019 to present). As a Director and Principal at the
Policy Practice, Dr. McCulloch has undertaken a major study of corruption in the electricity
sector in Lebanon. He has also done a study on the political economy of energy access in Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia; as well as contributed to Political Economy Analysis for
Lebanon, Nigeria and Timor-Leste.

. Director, McCulloch Consulting Ltd (August 2016 to present). Undertaking a wide range of
studies on the political economy of energy sector reform including studies on: the reconstruction
of the electricity sector in Yemen; the political economy of renewables investment in Indonesia
and Ethiopia; the political economy of power sector reform in Nigeria; electricity as a binding
constraint to growth; fuel subsidy reform; perceptions of tax and subsidies; economic
transformation.

. Principal Consultant and Director, Economic Policy Programme, Oxford Policy Management
(August 2014 — July 2016). Responsible for the strategic management of three portfolios
(Finance and Private Sector; Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management; and Natural
Resources and Energy). Project Director for the £13 million DFID funded Facility for Oil Sector
Transparency (FOSTER) in Nigeria. Undertook detailed work on the political economy of
subsidy reform in Nigeria. Led assessment of the poverty impact of TradeMark East Africa.



Lead Economist, Indonesia, AusAID (now DFAT) (2011- July 2014). Member of the senior
management team, providing advice on economic aspects of the bilateral program in Indonesia
and key analysis supporting the Country Strategy. Also Head of the Policy Analysis Unit which
is responsible for cross-cutting support to sectoral teams. Responsible for leading new
engagements in mining and development, and working with the private sector. Led major the
design, implementation and analysis of surveys of public opinion on fuel subsidies and,
separately, inequality.

Fellow and Team Leader, Globalisation Team, Institute of Development Studies, Sussex (2008 -
2011). Responsible for strategic and intellectual leadership of a group of 8 senior professional
staff. Led two quantitative studies on the impact of the financial crisis on Indonesia and Zambia.
Led a research project exploring the links between sub-national governance in Indonesia and
local economic performance. Conducted a systematic review of the evidence for and against a
Tobin Tax on financial transactions. Convener of the MA on Globalisation and Development.

Director for Economic Programs, The Asia Foundation, Jakarta (2007 - 2008). Led the
Economic Team within The Asia Foundation’s office in Jakarta working on streamlining national
and regional policy on business licensing, regulatory reform, investment climate indicators,
domestic trade as well as strengthening SME associations. Managed the delivery and launch of
the Economic Governance Index with KPPOD. Extensive engagement with national and local
government officials.

Consultant, World Bank Office, Jakarta (2006 - 2007). Led a major study on rice policy in
Indonesia drawing together analysis from international and Indonesian experts and writing a
final report. Managed a major survey of domestic road transportation costs along nine routes in
the country. This work involved frequent interaction with senior officials and the Minister of
Trade.

Senior Poverty Economist, World Bank Office, Jakarta (2003 — 2006). Member of the World
Bank team responsible for designing and implementing a program of analytical work on
Creating a Pro-Poor Investment Climate. Manager of a major research project on the Rural
Investment Climate and its impact on rural non-farm enterprises as well as a separate project on
the impact of domestic trade barriers on poverty.

Research Fellow, Research Programme, Institute of Development Studies at Sussex University
(1997 — 2011). Co-authored the book “Trade Liberalisation and Poverty: A Handbook”
published by the Centre for Economic Policy Research for DFID. Analysis of the determinants of
movements in and out of poverty using a large panel data set from rural China. Studied the
impact of trade liberalisation upon poverty dynamics in Viet Nam, China and Zambia. Author of
a comprehensive analysis of changes in poverty and inequality in Zambia during the 1990s and
their linkages to growth, trade and macroeconomic reforms during the period. Co-author of a
similar analysis for Mauritiania.

Consultant Economist, Maxwell Stamp plc (1997). Provided technical advice to the Northern
Cape Provincial government of South Africa on ways of improving the revenue sharing formula
used to determine the funds supplied to the province by the South African Department of
Finance.

Overseas Development Institute Fellow, Ministry of Finance, Swaziland (1994 — 1996). Member
of the team responsible for the re-negotiation of the Southern African Customs Union Revenue
Sharing Formula.

Researcher, Oxford Economic Research Associates (1993). Responsible for writing a major
report on European environmental regulation and its impact on the water and electricity utility
industries

Policy Analyst, Environment and Development NGOs (1990 — 1992). Policy analyst for the non-
governmental organisation Friends of the Earth and the World Development Movement



responsible for a campaign on developing country debt and for proposing debt reduction

mechanisms.

o Researcher, University of Keele (1986 — 1990). Employed as a Research Assistant in the
University of Keele whilst working on my PhD on “Neural Network Approaches to Speech
Recognition and Synthesis”.

RECENT ENERGY SECTOR PROJECTS

Restoring the electricity
sector in Yemen

Political economy of
corruption in Lebanon’s
electricity sector

Political economy of
renewables investment
in Indonesia

Political economy of
power sector reform in
Nigeria

Political economy of
energy access in India
and Tanzania

Workshop on power
sector reform

Electricity as a binding
constraint to growth

Political economy of
fuel subsidy reform in
Nigeria

Political economy of
renewables investment
in Ethiopia

Review of power sector
in Pakistan

Review of power sector
in Kyrgzstan

Perceptions around fuel
subsidy reform in
Nigeria

Perceptions of power in
West Africa

International Growth
Centre

School of Oriental and
African Studies — Anti-
Corruption Evidence
research programme

International Institute for
Sustainable Development

Nextier Ltd/Power Africa

World Resources Institute

World Resources Institute

Oxford Policy
Management/Energy for
Economic Growth program
FOSTER project — Oxford
Policy Management

Institute of Development
Studies — EEG program

Asian Development Bank

Asian Development Bank

Gates Foundation/Nigerian
Economic Summit Group

International Institute for
Sustainable Development

Co-lead author on a report for the
Internationally Recognized
Government of Yemen on
reconstruction of the sector

Principal Investigator for a major study
of how Zahle has managed to achieve
24/7 power in a context of widespread
corruption and inefficiency in the
sector.

Led a study of the political economy of
renewables investment in Indonesia,
examining why Indonesia has been so
slow to adopt renewables

Advisor to a study of the political
economy of power sector reform in
Nigeria for Power Africa

Lead author on study of the political
economy of energy access in Africa
and South Asia with fieldwork in India
and Tanzania.

Convenor of international workshop
on the Political Economy of Power
Sector Reform in Washington DC
Author of a background paper on how
electricity is a binding constraint to
growth for DFID’s EEG program

As former Director of the Facility for
Oil Sector Transparency and Reform
(FOSTER) in Nigeria, | led a study of
the political economy of reform of fuel
subsidies.

Advisor on major research program
on the constraints facing investors in
renewables in Ethiopia

Author of chapter of the Country
Diagnostic Report reviewing the
challenges facing the power sector in
Pakistan

Author of chapter of the Country
Diagnostic Report reviewing the
challenges facing the power sector in
Kyrgzstan

Led a national survey of public
perceptions about fuel subsidies in
Nigeria and authored flagship report
Advisor on surveys of public
perceptions around electricity subsidy
reforms in Guinea/Mali/Togo
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Management of Resources as a Driver of Sustainable Development (eds. Tony Addison and Alan
Roe), Oxford University Press.
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