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CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME DEBORAH FAHY BRYCESON

DATE OF BIRTH 1 December 1951

NATIONALITY British

LANGUAGES English (mother tongue)
Kiswahili (speaking ability and reading comprehension)
Dutch (reading comprehension)

EXPERTISE

Deborah Bryceson has extensive experience as a development consultant, researcher and project manager.
Trained as an economic geographer and sociologist, her work has spanned a wide range of development
issues within Africa and beyond. Her current work focuses on the interaction between social and economic
dynamics in rural and urban settings from a political economy perspective.

 Areas of expertise include:

o International migration patterns in association with transnational families
o Artisanal mining patterns, careers and lifestyles in East Africa and comparatively over space

and time
o Livelihood, mobility and settlement in processes of economic transition – the study of poverty,

deagrarianisation, occupational change, urbanisation in developing countries, urban
economies, urban growth, rural and urban transport and mobility patterns of the poor, and
rural-urban linkages

o Agrarian development – rural social and economic development, notably: food marketing,
agricultural policy, famine prevention and rehabilitation, urban food supply constraints, rural
transport and the impact of public investment on rural welfare

o Impact of AIDS – the spread of AIDS in rural areas, social and economic dimensions; and
o Gender – women's employment patterns in rural and urban areas

 Field experience in: Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ethiopia, Sudan and Nigeria
as well as desk experience of many other African and Asian countries

 Synthesis of transnational and trans-continental development literature on a wide variety of topics as
evidenced by a strong publication record and ability to work with large teams of multi-disciplinary
consultants, researchers and authors

 Impact and evaluation studies of development processes, policies and programmes for governments
and multi-lateral agencies (including the UK government’s DFID, other European governments, the
World Bank, UN agencies and various international NGOs
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

1975 BA, Geography, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

1980 MA, Geography, University of Dar es Salaam

1988 DPhil, Sociology, University of Oxford

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT & RESEARCH ASSOCIATIONS

 2016-now Extraordinary Professor, Senior Research Associate, Nordic Africa Institute, University of

Uppsala, Sweden

 2014-now Professor, Honorary Fellow, Centre of African Studies, University of Edinburgh, UK

 2009-2013 Reader, School of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Scotland, UK

 2005-2013 Research Associate, African Studies Centre, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University

 2005-now Principal, The Policy Practice, Brighton, UK, research and consultancy consortium specialized

in the political economy analysis of developmental agency, institutions and processes of

change

 1992-2005 Senior Research Fellow, Afrika Studiecentrum, University of Leiden, The Netherlands

 1988-now Senior Research Associate, International Gender Studies, Lady Margaret Hall, University of

Oxford

 1981-1982 Research Associate, Food Studies Group, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford

 1978-1980 Assistant Research Fellow, Bureau of Resource Assessment and Land Use Planning

 1976-1978 Tutorial Assistant, BRALUP, University of Dar es Salaam

 1975-1976 Planning Officer Grade III, Ministry of Water Development and Power, Dar es Salaam

SELECTED CONSULTANCY REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

Select Reports
‘Gender and generational changes in resources and labour allocation, looking at family farms in SSA, 1980-
2015’, Commissioned Background Paper for United Nations Women’s 2018 Gender Development report,
‘Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women’, UNW, New York, July 2017.

‘Youth in Urbanizing Mining Settlements: Prospecting Tanzania’s Mineralized Future’, Commissioned paper
for the United Nations University, World Institute for Development Economics Research, Helsinki, Finland,
August 2013.

‘Rural Development Priorities in the 21st Century: Towards a Strategy for the FAO’, Consultancy report on
‘New Vision and the Role of FAO in Rural Development’ providing critical review and proposals for the work of
the FAO’s Social and Economic Welfare department in the context of changing conditions in rural areas of the
world. FAO, Rome, February 2008.

‘African Agriculture - Development or Impoverishment? Nordic Africa Institute commissioned critique of the
World Bank’s ‘World Development Report 2008’. (with K. Havnevik, L-E. Birgegaard, A. Beyene and P.
Matondi eds.), nai.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:275867/ FULLTEXT01, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala,
October 2007

‘Growing out of Spatial Poverty: Growth, Sub-National Equity and Poverty Reduction Policies – A Five-Country
Comparison’, Synthesis paper prepared for DfID’s Pro-poor Growth Team’, March 2006
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‘Framework for the Inclusion of Social Benefits in Transport Planning: Final Report’, Transport Road Lab/DFID
UK, April 2005 (with A. Davis, F. Ahmed and T. Bradbury), http://www.transport-
links.org/transport_links/filearea/documentstore/322_Final%20Report%2023.3.05.PDF

‘Rural Development Project Performance: A Review of 46 Evaluation Studies of DGIS-funded Projects in the
Themes Agricultural Research, Natural Resource Management, Water Management and Area Development and the
Implications for the Sector Wide Approach’ CERES Research School/Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Hague,
July 2005 (with H. van Dijk, H., P. Howard, J. Oorthuizen and A. Zoomers)

‘Social Pathways from the HIV/AIDS Deadlock of Disease, Denial and Desperation in Rural Malawi’, CARE
International, May 2004 (with J. Fonseca, and J. Kadzandira),
http://www.sarpn.org.za/documents/d0000906/index.php

Sustainable Livelihoods, Mobility and Access Needs, Transport Road Lab Report 544, DFID UK, 2003 (with D.A.C.
Maunder, T.C. Mbara, R. Kibombo, A.S.C. Davis and J. Howe)

http://www.transport-links.org/transport_links/filearea/publications/1_788_TRL544.pdf

Select Articles
‘Transnational Families Negotiating Migration and Care Life Cycles across Nation-State Borders’ in Bryceson,
D.F. (ed) 2019. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies Special Issue: Transnational Families in Global
Migration: Navigating Economic Development and Life Cycles across Blurred and Brittle Borders.

‘Gender and Generational Patterns of African Deagrarianization: Evolving Labor and Land Allocation in
Smallholder Peasant Household Farming, 1980-2015’. 2019. World Development 113: 60-72.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2018.08.021

‘Precarity in Angolan Diamond Mining Towns, 1920-2014: Tracing Agency of the State, Mining Companies
and Urban Households’ 2018. Journal of Modern African Studies 56(1), 113-141. (with C.U. Rodrigues).
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022278X17000507

‘Beyond the Artisanal Mining Site: Migration, Housing Capital Accumulation and Indirect Urbanization in
Tanzania, 2017. Journal of East African Studies 11(1), 3-23 (with J.B. Jønsson)

‘Artisanal Frontier Mining of Gold in Africa: Labour Transformation in Tanzania and the Democratic Republic
of Congo’, 2016. (with S. Geenen) African Affairs, 115(459): 296-317.

‘Prostitution or Partnership? Wifestyles in Tanzanian Artisanal Gold-mining Settlements’, 2013. Journal of
Modern African Studies 51(1), 33-56 (with J.B. Jønsson & H.Verbrugge).

‘Eureka and Beyond: Mining’s Impact on African Urbanisation’, 2012. (with D. MacKinnon), 513-27.

‘Unearthing Treasure and Trouble: Mining as an Impetus to Urbanisation in Tanzania’, 2012. 631-49. (with J.B.
Jønsson, C. Kinabo & M. Shand).

in Journal of Contemporary African Studies, October 2012, Special Issue edited by Bryceson, D.F. and D.
Mackinnon, Mining and Urbanisation in Africa: Population, Settlement and Welfare, 190 pp.,

‘Miners’ Magic: Artisanal Mining, the Albino Fetish and Murder in Tanzania’, 2010. Journal of Modern African
Studies 48(3), 353-82. (with J.B. Jønsson & R. Sherrington).

‘Gold Digging Careers in Rural Africa: Small-Scale Miners’ Livelihood Choices’, 2010. World Development
38(3), 379-92. (with J.B. Jønsson).

‘World Bank Urban Geography: Critical Commentary on the World Development Report 2009. “Reshaping
Economic Geography”’, 2009. Urban Studies 46(4), 723-38 (with K. Gough, J. Rigg and J. Agergaard)

‘The World Development Report 2009 “reshapes economic geography”: Geographical reflections’, 2009.
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. 34, 1-9. (with J. Rigg, A. Bebbington, K. Gough, J.
Agergaard, N. Fold)
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‘Roads to Poverty Reduction? Exploring Rural Roads’ Impact on Mobility in Africa and Asia’, 2008.
Development Policy Review 26(4), 459-82 (with A. Bradbury & T. Bradbury)
‘African Agriculture and the World Development Report 2008’, 2008. Development Today. (with K. Havnevik)

‘Risking Death for Survival: Peasant Responses to Famine and HIV/AIDS in Malawi’. 2006. World
Development 34 (9), 1654-66 (with J. Fonseca)

‘Ganyu Labour, Famine and HIV/AIDS in Rural Malawi: Causality and Casualty’. 2006. Journal of Modern
African Studies, 44 (2), 173-202
‘Petrol Pumps and Economic Slumps: Rural-Urban Linkages in Sub-Saharan Africa’s Globalization Process’.
2003. Journal of Economic and Social Geography 94(3), 335-49 (with T.C. Mbara)

‘Livelihoods, Daily Mobility and Poverty in Sub Saharan Africa’. 2003. Transport Review 23 (2), 177-96 (with
T.C. Mbara & D.A.C. Maunder)

‘The Scramble in Africa: Reorienting Rural Livelihoods’. 2002. World Development 30 (5), 725-39

'De-Agrarianization and Rural Employment in Sub-Saharan Africa: A Sectoral Perspective'. 1996. World
Development 24(1), 97-111

Select Books
Transnational Families in Global Migration: Navigating Economic Development and Life Cycles across Blurred
and Brittle Borders. (ed.) Special edited collection issue of Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. 2019.

Mining and Social Transformation in Africa: Tracing Mineralizing and Democratizing Trends in Artisanal
Production. 2014. London: Routledge Development Studies series (edited with Jesper Bosse Jønsson,
Eleanor Fisher and Rose Mwaipopo).

Mining and Urbanisation in Africa: Population, Settlement and Welfare (eds) Special Issue of Journal of
Contemporary African Studies, 30(4). October 2012, 210 pp. (with Danny MacKinnon).

How Africa Works: Occupational Change, Identity and Morality in Africa. (ed.) 2010, London: Practical Action
Publishing.

African Urban Economies: Viability, Vitality or Vitiation? (ed.) 2005. London: Palgrave Macmillan, (with
Deborah Potts).

The Transnational Family: New European Frontiers and Global Networks. (ed.) 2002. Oxford: Berg Press.

Disappearing Peasantries? Rural Labour in Africa, Asia and Latin America. (ed.) 2000. London: Intermediate
Technology Publications, 333 pp (with Cristobal Kay and Jos Mooij).

Women Wielding the Hoe: Lessons from Rural Africa for Feminist Theory and Development Practice. (ed.)
1995. Oxford: Berg Publishers, 282 pp. pp. (with Ulla Vuorela).

Liberalizing Tanzania's Food Trade: Public & Private Faces of Urban Marketing Policy 1939-1988. 1993.
London: James Currey Publishers.

Food Insecurity and the Social Division of Labour in Tanzania, 1919-1985. 1990. London: Macmillan.

OTHER INFORMATION

• African Studies Associations of the United Kingdom and the USA

• Development Studies Association, UK

• Royal Geographical Society
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